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Perception verbs complements have been interpreted as conveying different evidential and epistemic
nuances depending on the sensory modality, the type of complement clause, and the presence of
epistemic modifiers. This contribution examines the interaction of syntax, semantics and pragmatics in
perception verb complementation, an area where the boundaries between evidentiality and
epistemicity are difficult to define. The research focuses on perception verbs in Ancient Greek and
investigates how different complement clause constructions associate with epistemic and
intersubjective meanings related to the source of information, the degree of certainty, and the
speaker’s commitment.

Typological studies show that perception verbs with a sentential stimulus can convey immediate
perception or acquisition of knowledge, depending on the type of complement clause (Schiile 2000,
Viberg 2001, Boye 2010). Verbs of hearing (and of multimodal perception) can express both the
acquisition of knowledge through sensory inference and the reception of the content of a speech act
(Dik & Hengeveld 1991). Scholars have interpreted these phenomena as evidential strategies or as
conveying epistemic or inter-subjective overtones (Aikhenvald 2004, Whitt 2010, Squartini 2018).

The interaction between modality and complementation has been extensively studied in Ancient
Greek (Denizot & Tronci 2023, Benedetti & Gianollo 2023), where a variety of finite and non-finite
complement clauses are used (Crespo 1984, Cristofaro 2008, Faure 2013). Perception verbs can govern
genitive and accusative participial complements, accusative and infinitive clauses, finite clauses
introduced by complementizers héti or hés, and indirect interrogative clauses (Cristofaro 1996, Faure
2021). Recent studies have investigated the evidential, modal, and intersubjective nuances associated
with these constructions, including their connection to other classes of complement-taking predicates,
such as verbs of knowledge and speaking (Van Rooy 2016, Maslis 2023).

My contribution will expand upon the findings of these studies by focusing on the complement
clauses governed by akoué ‘to hear’ and aisthdnomai ‘to perceive’ with a data-driven and corpus-based
approach. These constructions will be investigated through a qualitative and quantitative study of the
data collected from a corpus of classical prose, which includes the complete works of Plato, Lysias,
Xenophon, Isocrates, and Thucydides.

The discussion will show that genitive participial clauses are related to immediate perception, while
all other types of complements are related to the acquisition of knowledge, but with different epistemic
nuances, from a higher degree of certainty associated with the accusative participial clause to a lower
degree of certainty connected to the accusative and infinitive.

References

Aikhenvald, Alexandra Y. (2004), Evidentiality, Oxford, Oxford University Press.

Benedetti, Marina & Gianollo, Chiara (2023), Modal uses of knowledge verbs in Ancient Greek, in
Denizot & Tronci (2023), 25-50.



Boye, Kasper (2010), Reference and Clausal Perception-Verb Complements, Linguistics 48(2), 391-430.

Crespo, Emilio (1984), On the System of Substantive Clauses in Ancient Greek, Glotta 62(1/2), 1-16.

Cristofaro, Sonia (1996), Aspetti sintattici e semantici delle frasi completive in greco antico, Firenze: La
Nuova ltalia Editrice.

Cristofaro, Sonia (2008), A constructionist approach to complementation: evidence from Ancient
Greek, Linguistics 43(6), 571-606.

Denizot, Camille & Tronci, Liana (eds) (2023), Building Modality with Syntax. Focus on Ancient Greek,
Berlin/Boston: De Gruyter.

Dik, Simon Cornelis & Hengeveld, Kees (1991), The Hierarchical Structure of the Clause and the
Typology of Perception-verb Complements, Linguistics 29, 231-259.

Faure, Richard (2013), Argument Clause, in G.K. Giannakis (ed), Encyclopedia of Ancient Greek
Language and Linguistics, Leiden: Brill.

Faure, Richard (2021), The Syntax and Semantics of Wh-Clauses in Classical Greek, Leiden: Brill.

Maslis, Martin (2023), Information source and complementation in Classical Greek. The case of verbs
of seeing and knowledge acquisition, in Denizot & Tronci (2023), 51-84.

Schiile, Susanne (2000), Perception Verb Complements in Akatek, a Mayan Language, PhD dissertation,
University of Tibingen.

Squartini, Mario (2018), Extragrammatical Expression of Information Source, in A. Y. Aikhenvald (ed),
The Oxford Handbook of Evidentiality, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 273—285.

Van Rooy, Raf (2016), The Relevance of Evidentiality for Ancient Greek: Some Explorative Steps through
Plato, Journal of Greek Linguistics 16 (1), 3—46.

Viberg, Ake (2001), Verbs of perception in M. Haspelmath, E. Kdnig, W. Oesterreicher & W. Raible (eds),
Language typology and language universals: An international handbook, vol. 1-2, Berlin/New York:
Mouton de Gruyter, 1294-1309.

Whitt, Richard J. (2010), Evidentiality and Perception Verbs in English and German, Bern: Peter Lang.



