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This paper aims to investigate two phenomena of the verbal morphosyntax of Ancient Greek that seem 
to be unrelated but, as I will argue, turn out to be similar as both serve as evidence for the loss of 
subjecthood properties. The two phenomena under consideration are (1) detransitivizing strategies 
such as possessives, benefactives, etc. which, despite being biargumental structures, exhibit the same 
verbal morphology (middle inflection) as intransitive structures like passives and anticausatives; (2) 
syntactic structures with neuter subjects that do not exhibit the expected subject-verb agreement. 
These two types of structures have not been given special attention in previous studies. The former 
has been explored in studies dedicated to middle syntax and/or the middle semantic domain 
(Rijksbaron 2002, Allan 2003, Benedetti 2005, 2017, Tronci 2005, 2018), while the latter has been 
examined by scholars interested in reconstructing agreement patterns in Indo-European (see Fleischer, 
Rieken & Widmer 2015). However, there are no existing corpus-based accounts on these phenomena.   
 This paper seeks to fill the gap, by providing a corpus-based account of the two phenomena 
across three stages of Ancient Greek—Archaic, Classical and Koine Greek. The corpus comprises three 
texts: Homeric poems for Archaic Greek, a selection of works by Herodotus and Xenophon for Classical 
Greek, and the Gospels for Koine Greek. The goal of the corpus analysis is to identify the verbs involved 
in these constructions along with their subjects, and then analyse their syntactic combination in terms 
of lexical and semantic features. Specifically, I aim to examine whether there are classes of lexical items 
typically associated with these two types of constructions and explore their semantic features. For 
detransitivizing constructions, I expect results related to agency, volitionality, affectedness and 
individuation of the object, based on the parameters of low transitivity outlined by Hopper & 
Thompson (1980). Conversely, concerning agreement patterns, I expect results related to animacy and 
individuation of the subject. In broader terms, this research will contribute to the ongoing debate on 
subjecthood and subject properties (see Cotticelli & Dahl 2022) by introducing new data from Ancient 
Greek.  
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