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The ageing process in the People’s Republic of China has been abrupt, due to the concurrence of
improved living conditions and of the prolonged implementation of birth control policy (Yi, Liang 2019).
China's National Health Commission expects the number of people aged 60 and over to rise to more
than 400 million by 2035, while the fertility rate does not increase, despite the recent government
policies, encouraging the population to give birth to 2 (2016) or 3 children (2021). The traditional model
of elderly family-based care is disappearing (HelpAge International 2013) and the “4-2-1” (four
grandparents, two parents and one child) family structure leaves heavy burdens to the younger
generation. There is moreover a shortage of community or residential care services, along with
domiciliary ones (Hung 2023). For these reasons, the central government has fostered research and
development of new technologies in elderly health and care services, with a typically top-down
approach. The effects of these policies are tangible in the research results (White Paper 2019; Chen et
al. 2023) and in the scientific literature (Liu, Chau et al. 2023). Although stressing innovation, the official
documents contain also allusions to traditional ethics, in order to encourage families to take care of
their older relatives and to build a favourable social attitude towards the elderly, complying with the
aims of ‘healthy ageing’ as intended by UN and WHO.

The paper shall try to answer to the question: which features of traditional culture are represented in
the official discourse in high technology elderly care in China? This issue has been quite neglected by
researchers so far and there is a gap in scientific literature.

In order to be able to answer to this question, | shall conduct a lexical analysis of 20 to 30 institutional
documents fostering smart elderly care, issued in the last decade, and detect the recurrences of terms
belonging to the sematic sphere of xiaodao Zi& (filial piety). Interestingly enough, the “14th Five-Year
Plan’s Development [..] for the aged and Systems of elderly Assistance” (2021) declares that
authorities shall ‘promote the traditional Chinese virtues of filial piety and respect for the elderly
(xiaogin jinglao Z3EHT3E) and reaffirm the fundamental role of the family in elderly assistance’,
encouraging at the same time the diffusion of smart technologies. This mixture of new technologies
and traditional ethics seems quite peculiar to Chinese approach to elderly care.

Aknowledgments:

This paper was produced with the co-funding of the European Union - Next Generation EU, in the
context of The National Recovery and Resilience Plan, Investment 1.5 Ecosystems of Innovation,
Project Tuscany Health Ecosystem (THE), ECS00000017. Spoke 3/3. CUP: E63C22001050001



Selected References:

Chen Honglin, Hagedorn Aaron, An Ning (2023), The Development of Smart Eldercare in China, The
Lancet Regional Health — Western Pacific, 35: 100547, https://doi.org/10.1016/j. lanwpc.2022.100547

Five-Year Plan (2021) “14th Five-Year Plan for Economic and Social Development and Long-range
Objectives through the Year 2035 of the People's Republic of China” (Chin. and Engl.)
https://www.waizi.org.cn/doc/121096.html, last access in November 2023

HelpAge International (2013), Care in Old Age in South East Asia and China. Situational Analysis, June
2013  (o.l: https://www.helpage.org/silo/files/care-in-old-age-in-southeast-asia-and-china.pdf,
accessed in May 24 2023)

Hung Jason (2023), Smart Elderly Care Services in China: Challenges, Policy and Policy Development.
Sustainibility, 2023, 15, 178 (https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/15/1/178)

Liu Xiaoyun, Chau Ka-yin, Liu Xiaoxiao, Wan Yan (2023), The Progress of Smart Elderly Care Research:
a Scientometric Analysis Based on CNKI and WOS, International Journal of Environmental Research and
Public Health, 20, 1086 https://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph20021086

White Paper (2019) « & E# E =W HKE HB» (White Paper on smart elderly care service industry) ,
kA (ed. in chief) , FBHEKRXFEEMZ WL (Institute of Internet Industry, Tsinghua
University), Beijing

Yi Peng, Liang Chunxiao (eds., 2019), 5§, 2 &L, Laoling shehui yanjiu baogao 2019: Da zhuangzhe
— cong nianging shehui dao laoling shehui Z i3+ SHFRIRE2019: KiEHT - NERHTST|ER 1T
Z£>, (2019 Report on ageing society: the Great Transition — from a young society to an ageing society),
Social Sciences Academic Press, Beijing



