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Diversity considerations are of paramount significance in the clinical assessment and treatment of
speech disorders in bilingual children and adults who speak a less common language (and/or its
dialects) (e.g., Babatsouli, 2021, International Expert Panel on Multilingual Children’s Speech, 2012).
While comprehensive assessment is essential for culturally and linguistically diverse (CLD) populations
(e.g., Mulgrew et al., 2022, Pascoe and Singh, 2023, Teoh et al., 2018), this is clinically challenging due
to the indeterminacy entailed in the process and incumbrances in access to resources. This paper
outlines key considerations necessary for holistic, ecological, and dynamic assessments of speech
disorders internationally, focusing on Greek as the dominant speech in bilingual children and adults.
The work advances a clinical assessment of speech in CLD contexts internationally that espouses the
ecological systems approach (e.g., Bronfenbrenner and Morris, 2007). Pertinent literature is reviewed
that provides the relevant theoretical backdrop for the proposed clinical ecosystemic protocol (e.g.,
Kay-Raining Bird et al., 2026) and relevant resources highlighted include SLP mediation, the
interlanguage blueprint (Babatsouli, 2022), Leap-Q (Marian et al., 2007), GreekSpeak (Nicolaidis et al.,
2015), the disorder within dialect framework (Oetting, 2018), standardized testing procedures
(Babatsouli, 2019; McLeod et al., 2012), dynamic assessment (e.g., Glaspey et al., 2022), etc. The Greek
language is utilized as an example, aiming to underscore knowledge, tools, and other resources on
clinically relevant aspects of dialectal, interlanguage (adult L2), and child multilingual (L2/L3) variation
in child and adult speakers who are dominant in Greek, but also speak a second language (like English)
in the context of simultaneous or sequential bilingualism (e.g., Paradis, 2011). The paper scripts a
primary assessment model for clinical use by speech-language pathologists internationally. The
resulting protocol for use in clinical practicum is outlined which comprises a specific Action Plan and is
exemplified by a Case Scenario. The demonstrated ecosystemic paradigm for clinical assessment of
speech disorder presented here addresses the need for nonlinear, multi-level assessment of variable
language exposure and use, being sensitive to individual speaker specificities, the sociolinguistic
environment, also employing people-first, culturally sensitive, and dynamic strategies in clinical
assessment. Lastly, the proposed stance simplifies disambiguation tasks regarding the difference
disorder dichotomy for CLD populations, further enhancing existing clinical procedures.

References

Arvaniti, Amalia., and Baltazani, Mary (2010), Greek ToBI: A system for the annotation of Greek
speech corpora, in Proceedings of the 2nd Conference on Language Resources and Evaluation, vol
2, Marseille, France, 555-562.

Babatsouli, Elena (2019), A phonological assessment test for child Greek. Clinical Linguistics and
Phonetics 33(7), 601-607.



Babatsouli, Elena (2021), Diversity considerations in speech and language disorders: A focus on
training, in J. S. Damico, N. Miiller, and M. J. Ball (eds), Handbook of Language and Speech
Disorders, 2" edn, Wiley-Blackwell, 33-52.

Babatsouli, Elena (2022), Speech errors Greeks make in English: A tutorial, in E. Kkese (ed), Speech
perception and production in L2, Cambridge Scholars, 78—104.

Bronfenbrenner, Urie., and Morris, Pamela A. (2007), The bioecological model of human
development, in Richard M. Lerner (ed), Handbook of Child Psychology: Theoretical Models of
Human Development, vol 1, Wiley, 793—-828.

International Expert Panel on Multilingual Children’s Speech (2012), Multilingual children with speech
sound disorders: Position paper, Bathurst, NSW, Australia: Research Institute for Professional
Practice, Learning and Education (RIPPLE), Charles Sturt University, Retrieved from
http://www.csu.edu.au/research/multilingual-speech/position-paper.

Glaspey, Amy M., Wilson, Jenica. J., Reeder, Justin. D., Tseng, Wei-Chen, and MaclLeod, Andrea N.
(2022), Moving beyond single word acquisition of speech sounds to connected speech
development with dynamic assessment, Journal of Speech, Language, and Hearing Research
65(2), 508-524.

Kay-Raining Bird, Elisabeth, Trudeau, Natacha, and Sutton, Ann (2016), Pulling it all together: The road
to lasting bilingualism for children with developmental disabilities, Journal of Communication
Disorders 63, 63-78.

Marian, Viorica, Blumenfeld, Henrike K., and Kaushanskaya, Margarita (2007), The Language
Experience and Proficiency Questionnaire (LEAP-Q): Assessing language profiles in bilinguals and
multilinguals, Journal of Speech, Language, and Hearing Research 50(4), 940-967.

McLeod, Sharynne, Harrison, Linda J., and McCormack, Jane (2012), Intelligibility in Context Scale:
Validity and reliability of a subjective rating measure, Journal of Speech, Language, and Hearing
Research 55(2), 64—656.

Mulgrew, Linda, Duffy, Orla, and Kennedy, Lynda (2022), Assessment of minority language skills in
English—Irish-speaking bilingual children: A survey of SLT perspectives and current practices,
International Journal of Language and Communication Disorders 57(1), 63—77.

Nicolaidis, Katerina, Papanikolaou, George, Kainada, Evia, and Avdelidis, Konstantinos (2015),
SpeakGreek: An online speech training tool for L2 pedagogy and clinical intervention, in
Proceedings of the 18th International Congress of Phonetic Sciences, Retrieved at
http://speakgreek.web.auth.gr/wp/team_gr/

Oetting, Janna B. (2018), Prologue: Toward accurate identification of Developmental Language
Disorder within linguistically diverse schools, Language, Speech, and Hearing Services in Schools
49(2), 213-217.

Paradis, Johanne (2011), Individual differences in child English second language acquisition, Internal
and External Factors in Child Second Language Acquisition 1(3), 213-237.

Pascoe, Michelle, and Singh, Shajila (2023), Development of speech-language therapy assessments
for the languages of South Africa, In Ulrike M. Liidtke, Edward Kija, and Matthew K. Karia (eds),
Handbook of Speech-Language Therapy in Sub-Saharan Africa: Integrating Research and Practice,
Springer International Publishing, 383—-402.

Teoh, Wei-Qin, Brebner, Chris, and McAllister, Sue (2018), Bilingual assessment practices: Challenges
faced by speech-language pathologists working with a predominantly bilingual population,
Speech, Language and Hearing 21(1), 10-21.


http://www.csu.edu.au/research/multilingual-speech/position-paper%20ISBN%20978-0-9874288-0-6
http://speakgreek.web.auth.gr/wp/team_gr/

