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The case study focuses on the notion of creativity in word-formation 

as a cognitive activity of language users and concentrates on its 

effectiveness in a specifically defined part of human communication, 

i.e. news reporting. The study's approach to reporting is procedural. 

It is based on the assumption that the journalist subordinates its 

content and linguistic representation to the goal of conveying 

information to the recipient (Jílek – Bednaříková 2015). The central 

category on which the research focuses is the expressivity (Zima 

1961, Němec 1972, Teliya 1991, and Hradilová 2015).  

The aim of the analysis is to identify in the given sample the word-

formation expressive means, to provide quantifications and 

comparisons of their occurrences and to asses their productivity. 

What is also monitored is the association of expressivity with 

evaluation and thus the potential distortion of the information 

quality of the news reporting (Westerstahl 1983). 

Video recordings of primetime news broadcasts of four Czech 

national television stations, one public and three private, were 

analysed. In total, 28 main news programs were recorded over the 

course of seven days, within a rolling week. 

The revealed taxonomy of expressive means for the word-formation 

has the following form: 1. The word-formation base is neutral, the 

main word-formation formant is expressive, the main expressive 

force being performed by the suffix. Within this category, co-

formants may also play a role. 2. The word-base carries the attribute 



of expressivity, the main word-formation formant, i.e. the suffix, is 

neutral. Co-formants do not play any role here. 

The results showed that the most relevant and productive means of 

expressivity proved to be the combination of a neutral word base and 

a primarily expressive word-formation suffix. The highest number of 

those means, both in absolute number and in terms of prevalence 

per one minute, was recorded for the private station NOVA. 

 

References 

Hradilová, Darina (2015), Funkční aspekty lexikální expresivity v 

současné češtině, Olomouc: Univerzita Palackého v Olomouci. 

Jílek, Viktor – Bednaříková, Božena (2015), Jazykové prostředky s 

potenciálem porušit normu v oblasti mediálního zpravodajství, 

Olomouc: Univerzita Palackého.  

Němec, Igor (1972), Slovotvorný význam a expresivita, Slovo a 

slovesnost, 33, 116–121. 

Teliya, Veronika Nikolayevna (1991). Expressiveness as a Reflection of 

the Subjective Aspect in Language and its Pragmatic Meaning. In: 

Human Aspect in Language. Linguistic Mechanisms of Expressiveness 

(ed. V. N. Teliya). Moscow, 5–52.  

Westerståhl, Jörgen (1983). Objective News Reporting: General 

Premises. Communication Research 10. 403–324. 

Zima, Jaroslav (1961). Expresivita slova v současné češtině: studie 

lexikologická a stylistická. Praha: Nakladatelství ČSAV. 

 

 


