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Social salience is the property of a variable which listeners collectively associate with a social
category. Variables where there is a high consensus within the community about their association
with a social category are considered highly salient. One of the interests in social salience relates to
its potential explanatory power in studies of language change. One prediction has been that variables
with higher social salience will show higher rates of change (e.g., Baxter, Blythe, Croft, & McKane,
2009; Greenbhill et al., 2017; Hinskens, 1996; Kerswill & Williams, 2002; Labov, 1972, pp. 178-179;
1994, p. 78; Racz, 2013 but see Trudgill (1986) for a different perspective). This prediction has not
been empirically tested due to a lack of metrics for measuring social salience in datasets. Perception
experiments have been used to determine whether a variable has social salience by assessing the
extent to which listeners from a speech community converge on the association of a variant with a
social category (e.g., Campbell-Kibler, 2009; Fridland, Bartlett, & Kreuz, 2004; Plichta & Preston,
2005). However, most of these experiments have involved tests of individual variables which do not
provide us with enough data to model the relative rates of uptake and loss of different variables
based on their social salience in models of language evolution. Experiments which have assessed the
social salience of multiple variables only consider the association of the variables with social
categories (Llamas, Watt, & MacFarlane, 2016). This paper introduces a new method which provides
a measure of salience across multiple variants in the Gurindji Kriol dataset. It also assesses the
relative association and non-association of variants with social categories across these variants. This
method provides us with the necessary metric required to show how the higher association or non-
association of variants with social categories might affect rates of uptake and loss.
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