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The goal of the paper is to present a corpus-based study of systemic means of persuasion and inference
markers in the Polish Parliamentary Corpus (Ogrodniczuk 2018, Ogrodniczuk, Niton 2020). Systemic
means of persuasion and inference markers are two fundamental though complementary ways of
constructing persuasive messages. Generally, inference markers (e.g., “so”, “because”, “therefore”)
serve as indicators of the direct speech act of argumentation, although they can also express other
sorts of reasoning (Janier, Saint-Dizier 2019, Lawrence, Reed 2020). Systemic means of persuasion are
operators that accompany argumentation, though often they are a way of avoiding it by increasing the
chances of accepting the expressed judgment without providing its justification. Of particular interest
will be four groups of systemic means of persuasion, namely the so-called regress stoppers: assuring
phrases (e.g., “Doctors agree...”, “I am certain that...”, “Everyone with any sense agrees that...”, “It is
wholly implausible to suppose that...”), guarding phrases (e.g., “Some...”, “It is likely that...”, “I suspect
that...”), discounting phrases (e.g., “The ring is beautiful but expensive”), evaluating phrases (e.g., “He
is a good/bad person”, “It is a beautiful/ugly flower”, “It is a French wine”) (Sinnott-Armstrong, Fogelin

2010, Sinnott-Armstrong 2018, Awdiejew 2004, 2007).

The results presented will be based on analyses of the Polish Parliamentary Corpus automatically
annotated for persuasion operators through the use of a purpose-finetuned token classification model
based on the transformer architecture (Devlin et al. 2018, Mroczkowski et al. 2021). The paper will
present interesting phenomena observed in parliamentary discourse (i.a., frequency lists of different
types of persuasion operators, grammatical types of regress stoppers). The diversity of the texts that
make up parliamentary discourse will be characterized by the use of stylometric features based on the
relative frequency of systemic means of persuasion and inference indicators. Finally, the different
parliamentary persuasive strategies based on systemic means of persuasion and inference markers will
be identified.
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