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We will present a new version of the Electronic Corpus of the 17th- and 18th-century Polish Texts 

(shortly referred to as KorBa; www.korba.edu.pl), twice as large as the one available until recently 

(Gruszczyński et al. 2022). The corpus, initially including texts from the Baroque period, was expanded 

to include texts from the late 18th century belonging to the Enlightenment period. Since these cultural 

trends have left a clear mark on the language, the new version of KorBa comprises two subcorpora 

that can be searched separately: Baroque (1601-1740) and Enlightenment (1741-1800). New texts 

from the 17th and early 18th centuries have also been added to the corpus, selected to ensure greater 

chronological, geographical, genre and thematic balance. In total, the new KorBa contains nearly 27 

million tokens from more than 2,000 texts. An experimental syntactically annotated corpus, consisting 

of 1,000 sentences has also been developed. 

The new version of KorBa has been built using two new tools based on neural networks: a transcriber, 

designed for automatic transforming transliterated text into modern spelling, and a tagging system 

KFTT comprising a tokenizer, a morphosyntactic tagger and a lemmatizer (Wróbel 2020). Thanks to its 

neural architecture, KFTT can handle less common tokenization and spelling found in historical texts 

with high accuracy. The use of modern technologies allowed to reduce the number of errors occurring 

during data processing. 

Our additional goal was to integrate four sources for research on the Polish language of the 17th and 

18th centuries: KorBa, the Electronic Dictionary of the 17th- and 18th-century Polish (e-SXVII), the Digital 

Library of Polish and Poland-Related News Pamphlets from the 16th to the 18th Century (CBDU) and the 

Card-index of the Dictionary of the Polish Language of the 17th and First Half of the 18th Century (KXVII) 

(Bilińska-Brynk, Rodek 2020). For this purpose, the dedicated website Polish Language of the 17th and 

18th Centuries (https://polszczyzna17-18.ijp.pan.pl) has been developed, which allows the 

simultaneous searching of these resources. In addition, connections between individual resources 

aimed at special purposes have been created (Ogrodniczuk, Gruszczyński 2019, Wieczorek 2021). For 

instance the connections between the KorBa and e-SXVII websites make it easier for dictionary editors 

to use the corpus. The links between CBDU and e-SXVII allow explaining archaic words appearing in 

CBDU texts by referring to the appropriate e-SXVII entries. All these connections are dynamic, which 

means that each time data is downloaded from the current database of individual resources. 
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