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This study inves�gates the linguis�c diversity and cultural dynamics of the Murui-Muina people in the 
Colombian Amazon, focusing on what in the literature has been called "Witoto" language (Aikhenvald 
2012). The research ques�on addresses the classifica�on of the Murui-Muina dialect con�nuum 
(spoken by some 3,000 people) as a family of dialects or languages, and the implica�ons of this 
classifica�on on their cultural iden�ty (Petersen de Piñeros, 1994, Echeverri 1997, Wojtylak 2020).  
  Against the backdrop of iden�ty poli�cs in South America, where indigenous communi�es 
strive to reclaim their language and iden�ty, the Murui-Muina present a unique case. Unlike the trend 
of unifica�on seen in other indigenous groups (i.e. crea�ng a standardized language to promote unity), 
the Murui-Muina acknowledge their common cultural iden�ty while embracing four ethnolinguis�c 
iden��es—Murui, Mɨka, Mɨnɨka, and Nɨpode. The paper delves into the historical context of the 
Murui-Muina, tracing their roots to the Amazonian Rubber Boom period and the subsequent 
Colombo-Peruvian border conflict (e.g., Hardenburg, 1912, Gómez, Lesmes and Rocha, 1995). It 
explores the impact of external influences, such as missionary ac�vi�es and European languages, on 
the indigenous communi�es of Northwest Amazonia (e.g., von Mar�us 1867, Whiffen, 1915, Bonilla, 
1972, Burgos, 1994, Fagua Rincón 2015). The Murui-Muina's response to today’s iden�ty poli�cs 
involves seeking an internal division into dis�nct ethnolinguis�c groups at the na�onal level, while 
unifying on the clan level through the standardiza�on of clanolectal varia�on (cf. Waters, 2019).  
  This study addresses key topics: language policy regarding minority languages in South 
America, the historical context of the Murui-Muina, their tradi�onal views on cultural and ethnic 
iden�ty, and the challenges of reclaiming language iden�ty in the face of external pressures. The 
approach involves a comprehensive analysis of the historical, environmental, and socio-poli�cal factors 
influencing the linguis�c and cultural landscape of the Murui-Muina community within Colombia. The 
method includes first-hand ethnographic fieldwork, linguis�c data analysis, and linguis�c 
documenta�on of tradi�onal narra�ves. The data comprises linguis�c corpora and historical records 
to provide a holis�c understanding of the Murui-Muina community. The expected results aim to shed 
light on the intricate rela�onship between linguis�c diversity, cultural iden�ty, and environmental and 
economic factors, offering valuable insights into the complex dynamics of the Murui-Muina 
community in the Colombian Amazon. This research contributes to a deeper understanding of the 
Murui-Muina community's linguis�c and cultural heritage, providing a founda�on for future research 
and policy ini�a�ves aimed at preserving their unique cultural and linguis�c tradi�ons.   
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